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Local government argue the CC overtepped it ound  writing regulation that allow deliver
companie acce to citie and countie that explicitl anned the retail ale of marijuana. Alread, the onora
Cit Council voted lat month to initiate litigation againt the tate to lock the regulation. | Gett Image

Marijuana deliver would e anned in area with prohiition
under new ill

 ALXANDR NIV | 03/21/2019 02:02 PM DT

A moderate Democratic lawmaker is trying to block recent rules that opened the door for
recreational cannabis delivery almost anywhere in California and angered cities and police
chiefs who believe the change undermines local control.

Assemblyman Ken Cooley (D-Rancho Cordova) has introduced legislation specifying that
cities and counties can ban marijuana delivery, which would reverse policies written by the
state Bureau of Cannabis Control that took effect in January.

Local governments argue the BCC overstepped its bounds by writing regulations that allow
delivery companies access to cities and counties that explicitly banned the retail sale of
marijuana. Already, the Sonora City Council voted last month to initiate litigation against
the state to block the regulation.

Local leaders say that voters in 2016 legalized recreational marijuana through Proposition
64 in part because it allowed cities and counties to decide for themselves whether to allow
retail sales. They suggest that allowing delivery everywhere undermines the intent of the
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initiative. Roughly three-quarters of cities in the state have banned all commercial cannabis
activity, according to a database compiled by the Southern California News Group.

Cooley would not comment on his bill, CA AB1530 (19R). He is a former mayor of Rancho
Cordova, which bans marijuana dispensaries but sits just east of Sacramento, a city that has
embraced retail cannabis. Last year, Cooley authored a new law backed by police and
sheriffs, CA AB2164 (17R), that gave cities and counties greater power to impose fines for
code violations related to illegal marijuana growth.

Sonora city officials and representatives from a number of organizations that oppose
statewide delivery declined to comment on AB 1530, in part due to an industry-wide
expectation that the regulation will be challenged in court.

Cooley's bill faces some high hurdles. As drafted, it requires a two-thirds vote because it
changes the law passed by voters in 2016 that legalized recreational marijuana. If it clears
the Legislature, supporters may have a hard time convincing Gov. Gavin Newsom, given his
embrace of Proposition 64 and support of the recreational marijuana industry.

The League of California Cities, California Police Chiefs Association and United Food and
Commercial Workers Western States Council together launched on an online petition last
year called “Stop Wandering Weed." The three organizations argue that allowing statewide
delivery weakens jurisdictional authority and safeguards against underage buying. They
also say it could potentially lead to an increase in the still vast cannabis black market.

The Rural County Representatives of California, a legislative advocacy group representing
36 counties, became the first organization to publicly support AB 1530 in an open letter
written to Cooley last week.

“This is also about tax collection. This is also about hours of delivery, who can make the
delivery,” said Paul Smith, RCRC vice president of governmental affairs. “This is not just
about big, bad cities preventing people from accessing the regulated market through mobile
delivery. There's far more that's going on in this conversation.”

However, the BCC asserts that because possession of cannabis is legal everywhere, delivery
drivers can transport products through all jurisdictions and hand them off at private
residences.

BCC spokesperson Alex Traverso questioned the reality of the risks portrayed in the “Stop
Wandering Weed” campaign, which featured images of excited children as a marijuana
delivery truck approaches their school.
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“That's not the way this works. People are trying to get products to their homes. A lot of
times it's people who don't have access,” he said.

Traverso declined to comment directly on AB 1530, but said that statewide delivery was
always part of the law California citizens voted for.

“This was not a decision that we just made, the bureau didn't make this,” Traverso said. “It
was Governor Brown's administration that said, ‘This makes sense, so you guys clarify this
in your regulations.’”

Marijuana industry advocates partially blame California’s highly publicized struggles in
getting the legal market off the ground on the patchwork of state and local laws businesses
and consumers have to contend with.

In the first six months of 2018, when cannabis became legal for recreational use in
California, the state fell $100 million short of the estimated $185 million in tax revenue,
according to the Legislative Analyst's Office.

Eric Sklar, CEO of Napa Valley Fumé, a Lake County-based dispensary, believes AB 1530
would cripple the fledgling industry. Sklar’s business delivers cannabis products to buyers
in nearby Napa and Marin Counties, and as far as Contra Costa County over 100 miles
away, all of which have banned or severely restricted recreational marijuana.

“If we don't get access to everybody soon, this experiment will fail because we'll just go
right back to the black market, which defeats the whole effort the voters asked for,” Sklar
said. “So I don't think there is time, I think it's got to happen now and I think Cooley's bill is
backward-looking.”
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